
QA-336 c. 3rd quarter 19th century 
Skinner House 1st quarter 20th century 
212 Water Street 
Centreville 
private 

212 Water Street, Centreville, is a plain shingle-
covered two story frame structure standing on a rough-
molded concrete block foundation. It appears to have 
been moved onto this site in the early 20th century and 
had its facade changed to the gable. Its original facade 
is visible in the narrow alley between it and its neighbor 
at 214 Water Street. The house was a simple structure 
built in the 3rd quarter 19th century and probably had 
a.5-bay facade. The central entrance with sidelights 
and transom are still in place. The house has a central 
passage plan. It is simply finished with period woodwork 
and some changes dating to its present site. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Skinner House, 212 Water Street, appears 

to be a small early twentieth century structure 

covered with brown shingles with gable to the 

street, but on closer look it is a 3rd quarter 

19th century two story with attic building on a 

twentieth century rough molded concrete block 

foundation. 

The facade of the building has a shingle porch 

on the first story with a side door and two windows 

with 6/6 sash. On the second story are two windows 

and in the gable are two 3/3 sash windows. 

On the northwest side are two windows and a 

central entrance with sidelights and transom. The 

windows are located at the extreme ends of the 

facade, which suggests the possibility that there 

were two other windows flanking the entrance prior 

to the shingle remodeling in the early 20th century. 

The southeast side has three 6/6 sash windows, again 

located in such a way as to suggest four original 

windows flanking a central back door. In place of 

the door is a 6-pane window. On the northeast 

gable of the structure is a small lean-to with one 

6-pane window. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

212 Water Street, Centreville, is a plain 

shingle-covered two story frame structure standing 

on a rough-molded concrete block foundation. It 

appears to have been moved onto this site in the 

early 20th century and had its facade changed to 

the gable. Its original facade is visible in the 

narrow alley between it and its neighbor at 214 

Water Street. The house was a simple structure 

built in the 3rd quarter 19th century and probably 

had a 5-bay facade. The central entrance with 

sidelights and transom are still in place. The 

house has a central passage plan. It is simply 

finished with period woodwork and some changes 

dating to its present site. 
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QA-336 

CONTINUATION SHEET 

7.1 DESCRIPTION 

Inside, the plan consists of a large room facing 

the street with a small brick fireplace on its northeast 

wall. The next room is the stair hall with a lavatory 

beneath the stair. The open string stair has turned 

newels and balusters (except for some on the second story 

which are square) and a round hand rail. The exterior 

door has four raised panels with applied molding flanked 

by 3-pane sidelights with a five-pane transom above. 

A dining room and kitchen occupy a space equal in 

size to the living room. The dining room opens with the 

stair hall and then into the kitchen in the east corner. 

The kitchen opens into the lean-to. 

On the second story there are two rooms flanking the 

stair hall with a small bath at the head of the stairs. 

The latter has a single 3/3 sash window. On the third 

floor the same plan exists except that a shed dormer 

extends through both rooms and the hall. In each of 

the rooms is a 3/3 sash window on the dormer. 

The trim throughout consists of a board with wide 

rabbet having a bead on the inner edge. The interior 

doors have four raised panels without moldings. Transoms 

above the doors appear to date from the remodeling in this 

century. 
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QA-336 David B. Skinner House 
-2.lt. 3*0 West Water Street 

Centreville, Maryland 
Orlando Ridout V No. 1981 
Front (South) facade 
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QA-336 Rear facade from northeast 


